
PATRICIA HEARST, THE KIDNAPED HEIRESS 

'Mom, Dad. I'm OK' her taped message began 



'It's Really Up to You 9 

Patricia Hearst's 



Here is the transcript of 
Patricia Hearst's tape re- 
corded remarks delivered 
yesterday to her family: 

“Mom, Dad. I’m OK. I 
had a few scrapes and stuff, 
but they washed them up 
and they’re getting OK. And 
I caught a cold, but they’re 
giving me pills for it and 
stuff. 

“I’m not being starved or 
beaten or u n n e c essarily 
frightened. I’ve heard some 
press reports and so I know 
that Steve and all the neigh- 
bors are OK and that no one 
was really hurt. 

“And I also know that the 
SLA members here are very 
upset about press distortions 
of what’s been happening. 
They have nothing to do 



with the August 7th move- 
ment. They have not been 
shooting down helicbpters or 
shooting down innocent peo- 
ple in the streets. 

“I’m kept blindfolded usu- 
ally so that I can’t identify 
anyone. My hands are often^ 
tied, but generally they’re 
not. I’m not gagged or any- 
thing, and I’m comfortable. 

“And I think you can tell 
that I*m not really terrified 
or anything and that I’m 
okay. 

“I was very upset though 
to hear that police rush- 
ing in on that house in Oak- 
land and I was really glad 
that I wasn’t there and I 
would appreciate it if every- 
one would just calm down 
and try not to find me and 
not be making identifica- 



tions because they’re not 
only endangering me but 
they’re endangering them- 
selves. 

“I’m with a combat unit 
that’s armed with automatic 
weapons and there’s also a 
medical team here and 
there’s no way that I will be 
released until they let me 
go, so it won’t do any good 
for somebody to come in 
here and try to get me out 
by force. 

“These pepole aren’t just 
a bunch of nuts. They’ve 
been really honest with me 
but they’re perfectly willing 
to die for what they are do- 
ing. 

“And I want to get out of 
here but the only way I’m 
going to is if we do it their 
way. And I just hope that 
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you’ll do what they say, Dad, 
and just do it quickly. 

'•I've been stopping and 
starting this tape myself, so 
that I can collect my 
thoughts. That’s why there 
are so many stops in it. 

“Pm not being forced to 
say any of this. I think it’s 
really important that you 
take their requests very se- 
riously about not arresting 
any other SLA members and 
about following their good 
faith request to the letter. 

“I just want to get out of 
here and see everyone again 
and be back with Steve. 

“The SLA is very interest- 
ed in seeing how you’re tak- 
ing this, Dad, and they want 
to make sure that you are 
really serious and listening 



SLA's 

Possible 

Origin 

The style and rhetoric of 
the Symbionese Liberation 
Army may have been bor- 
rowed from a thriller-type 
novel about an uprising in 
Chicago’s black ghetto. 

The novel, “The Spook 
Who Sat By the Door,” was 
written in 1969 by Mam 
Greenlee and concerns a 
small, armed commando 
unit called the Cobras. 

The symbol of the SLA is 
a seven-headed cobra. 

The book mentions the rel- 
atively obscure term 
“symbiology,” which may 
have been adapted by the 
East Bay underground 
group. The root word is 
“symbiosis,” a biological — 
and sometimes psychologi- 
cal — term for separate or- 
ganisms living together 
comfortably. 



to what they’re saying. 

“And they think that 
you’ve been taking this 
whole thing a lot more se- 
riously than the police and 
the FBI and other federal 
people have been taking it. 

“It seems to be getting to 
the point where they’re not 
worried about you so much 
as they’re worrying about 
other people. Or at- least I 
am. / 

“It’s really up to you to 
make sure that these people 
don’t jeopardize my life by 
charging in and doing stupid 
things, and I hope you will 
make sure that they don’t do 
anything else like that Oak- 
land house business. 

“The SLA people really 
have been honest with me 
and I really I mean I feel 
pretty sure that I’m going 
to get out of here if every- 
thing goes the way they 
want it to. 

“And I think you should 
feel that way too and try not 
to worry so much. I mean I 
know it’s hard but I heard 
that Mom was really upset 
and that everybody was at 
home. I hope that this puts 
you a little bit at ease so 
that you know that I really 
am all right. 

“I just hope I can get back 
to everybody really soon. 

“The SLA has ideological 
ties with the IRA, the peo- 
ple’s struggle in the Philip- 
pines and the Socialist peo- 
ple in Puerto Rico in their 
struggle for independence, 
and they consider them- 
selves to be soldiers who are 
fighting and aiding these 
people. 

“I am a prisoner of war 
and so are the two men in 
San Quentin. I am being 
treated in accordance with 
the Geneva Convention, one 
of the conditions being that 
I am not being tried for 
crimes which Pm not re- 
sponsible for. 

“I am here because I am 
a member of a ruling class 
family and I think you can 
begin to see the analogy. 
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you’ll understand that what- 
ever happens to the two pris- 
oners is going to happen to 
me. 

“You have to understand 
that I am held to be inno- 
cent the same way the two 
men in San Quentin are in- 
nocent, that they are simply 
members of the group and 
had hot done anything them- 
selves to warrant their ar- 
rest. 

“They apparently were 
part of an intelligence unit 
and have never executed 
anyone themselves. The SLA 
has declared war against 
the government and it’s im- 
portant that you understand 
that they know what they’re 
doing and they understand 
what their actions mean. 



“. . .And that you realize 
that this is not considered by 
them to be just a simple kid- 
naping and that you don’t 
treat it that way and say 
‘Oh, I don’t know why she 
was taken.* 

“Pm telling you now why 
this happened so that you 
will know and so that you’ll 
have something to use, some 
knowledge to try to get me 
out of here. 



“If you can get the food 
thing organized before the 
19th, then that’s Okay and it 
would just speed up my re- 
lease. ^ v 

“Today is Friday the 
eighth and in Kuwait the 
commandos negotiated the 
release of their hostages and 
The people, the two men in they left the country.” 

San Quentin are being held „ 

and are going to be tried 1 ye * s.ci 

simply because they are 
members of the SLA and not 
because they’ve done any- 
thing. 

“Witnesses lo the shooting 
of Foster saw black men. 

And two white men have 
been arrested for this. 

You’re being told this so 
that you’ll understand why I 
was kidnaped and so that 



